1 HUNTINGTOWER

= A PRIORY ACADEMY

Tower Times wb 20.10.25

Welcome to October's newsletter.

Included within this newsletter:
w Organisational information including timings and attendance
w Clubs information

w Celebratory items

ClassDojo and Communication
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As an academy, we try to keep you informed as much as possible about what is going on in the
Academy. We currently use Parent Hub and also ClassDojo to do this. ClassDojo allows us to
celebrate achievements of the children in their class story as well as on the academy story. As a
parent, you also have the ability to message your class teacher if you need to communicate with
them and cannot speak to them at the start or end of the day. It is also a great platform to find
out more about the wider life of th academy including clubs, events and competitions.

ClassDojo is a very versatile platform that can be accessed by many types of devices and also
offers 130 languages for translation. Please speak to the office if you have an issue with the app.

Messaging can be a little confusing as within your child's class as there may be other staff
members such as a Senior Leader (Mrs Kightley, Mr Hill, Mrs Dewhurst, Mrs Giles and Mrs
Smith) who leads the phase that your child is in but isn't their teacher. If you would like to speak
to any of these members of staff, please contact the office as they may not check their
ClassDojo for your child's class as frequently as the class teachers do. Teachers will respond to
your messages as quickly as they can buagdecontinue to let the office know if there are
changes to who will be collecting your child or if they are absent. Other staff such as myself and
the admin team may also be connected to your child's class but again, if you wish to contact us,
through the main office is the best way using either contact details at the end of this newsletter.

After half term you may notice a slight change in the way in which we communicate with you.
ClassDojo will still provide much of the information that you need but you may also receive
more emails and texts rather than directly through ParentHub. Please make sure that your email
address and mobile phone number is up to date with the office. We will be sharing more
information about this after half term.

Please see some of the photos that staff have posted on their class stories.
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New Battle

Inplay Comingup Completed

29th September - 2 October 2025 @7:00 -'@:OO

and 1 Finishes in
Zebes mmore...

Lol [ e e

Info Class Results Player Res

Class Average Class Total Correct

Zebras il ’ 232
Wolves 1 ’ 013

Previous Next

play.ttrockstars.com
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Daily Routines
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HUNTINGTOWER
A PRIORY ACADEMY

Please see below for reminders of our daily routines:

w Classroom doors opdrom 8.50amin Early Years and Key Stage 1 and in Key Stage 2,
staff will collect their classes from the playgrouide register the pupils straight away.

w Doors and gates close at 9.00any children who arrives after 9.00am will need to
enter the academy through the main entrance. We ask that parents complete a late slip.
Any child arriving after 9.00am but before 9.10am will be registered as late. Any child
arriving after that time will be registered with an unauthorised late. For more
information regarding our attendance policy, please keee.

In addition, can we remind you that:


https://www.prioryacademies.co.uk/_site/data/files/policies/student-welfare/8E3F72B396922FDD376A8C12647FC286.pdf

w Children are encouraged to bring a plastic water bottle in the classroom for them to
access during the day. This should only be water and not squash or flavoured water.

w Snacks and lunchboxes are tirge.

@ Children should come in their PE kits on the days that they havehRek.should still
wear their school jumpers or cardigans and not hooded tofgsacksuit bottoms and
leggings should be black, dark grey or navy without motifs or visible labels.

w Earrings should be removed for PE days.
Finally, at the end of the day:

w Itis always very busy in the car park at the end of the day. If possible, we recommend
walking to collect your child. The yellow zigzags lines on the roads are there to protect
our pupils and to keep them and their families safe whilst entering and exiting school.
Please help us to keep all children safe by parking away from these lines or choosing to
walk to school.

Leave of Absence or Holiday Absence:

As per our attendance policye will not authorise absence unless for exceptional
circumstancesPlease see the link to the attendance policy above for examples of exceptional
circumstances. Please be aware that this unauthorised absence could be subject to a Fixed
Penalty Notice Fine &80 per pupil per parent and the amount of the fine may increase if one
has been issued previously.

Clubs and Events




We are delighted that some clubs and sporting events have resumed, this term. Year 6 Zebras
have been having swimming lessons this term with Year 6 Wolves starting their lessons after
half term.

Mrs DuxburyMead, Mrs Bensley and Mrs Dilloway have been busy organising a range of events
that have begun to take place. A group of Year 3 children have participated in a Mega Tag Rughy
Festival at Grantham Rugby Club and a group of Year 4 pupils participated in a Netball festival at
our sister school, Priory Ruskin. Our Year 5 and 6 pupils went to an afterschool festival for
Badminton. All or our sports team supported and were really impressed with how much the
pupils engaged with a sport that many had not played before. Ours girls' football team also
played a friendly against Isaac Newton school. They played really well andivon 6
Congratulations to all who played. The Boys' team played in a tournament last week and whilst
not losing a game, they came second in their league and fifth overall. There have also been
some Sports clubs running with Inspire+ coaches including football and netball, and gymnastics
run by Mrs Bensley and Miss Williams.

We will be introducing the lunchtime offer of clubs for the pupils in Year 1 to Year 6 next term.

We have also started our road safety development with our Bikeability programme. This year,
we have started with Year 3 and 4 pupils on becoming confident on two wheels and achieving
their level 1 qualification. Year 5 have been busy welcoming our local PCSO and beginning their
work with the MiniPolice programme. This is such an important experience for our pupils and
one that we are proud to be part of as it gives us a greater understanding of the community
within which we live and how we can contribute as citizens.

Finally, the academy marked World Mental Health day on Friday, 10th October by adding a
yellow item to our uniform. Thank you to the families who supported this. We definitely looked
bright in assembly that day. In addition, the staff made donations to Evelyn's Butterfly effect and
their planned installation which is due to happen at Grantham House early next year. It will be
called Evelyn's Garden of Hope and we will be sharing more information about this in the up
and coming months.

In our final Celebration Assembly of the term, we held the Reading Passion Raffle. One child in
KS1 and Early Years and one child in KS2 each fi&fhkmok voucher to spend at our local

book shop, The Reading Room. Congratulations to the winners and also to all children who were
entered into this raffle. Thank you to the families who have supported their child and heard

them read at home as often as possible. There is a chance to win this voucher every term and
all the children have to do is read at home 3 or more times a week.

We also celebrated our Termly Attendance Winners for KS1/Early Years and KS2. Overall, the
academy's attendance w&6.2%with Kangaroos Class (97.9%inning the KS1/EYs termly



award andGazelles Class (98.2%inning the KS2 termly award. Their class teachers will now
talk to them about what they would like for their class reward.

Please check both ClassDojo and Parent Hub for more information about more clubs and events
coming up. We are continue to use online forms to apply for places for after school clubs and
events so it is important to routinely check ClassDojo and Parent Hub for the specific
information. For clubs that happen during lunchtimes, this is organised within the classrooms.







Leadership Roles

As our pupils progress through the academy, there are increasing opportunities for them to hold
a position of responsibility in the academy. From Year 2 onwards, pupils can be elected as
Academy Councillors by their classmates and then as they move into Upper Key Stage 2, they
can hold roles such as Tower Captain, Sports Ambassador, Reading Ambassadors (previously
known as Librarians), Mini Police and Junior Online Safety Officers. The children take these roles
very seriously and aspire to hold these roles from quite a young age.

So far this year, we have appointed our Tower Captains, Reading Ambassadors, Sports
Ambassadors, Mini Police and the Academy Council. Our Junior Online Safety Officers were
selected and trained in Year 5 and will continue their role in Year 6.

Our Tower Captains and Sports Ambassadors will also be training as Playground Leaders The
children who have already been appointed are keen to begin their roles and we are also
incredibly proud of all of the children who put themselves forward. It took real courage.



Our PE/Sport team, Mrs Bensley, Mrs Duxbdesad and Mrs Dilloway would like to

congratulate our new Year 5 Bronze Sports Ambassadors who have been elected this year to
join our existing Year 6 Ambassadors. They took part in the Inspire+ training that was held in the
academy after with Inspire+ and Mrs Bensley reported that they should be proud of how they
conducted themselves and represented the academy. We look forward to hearing more about
their endeavours with the Year 6 Ambassadors over the year.

2 - Tower Captains



3- Year 5 Sports Ambassadors

4 - Reading Ambassadors

5- Sports Ambassadors in action



